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Published in 1891, Henry Roth's translation of Crozet's narrative provided the first English account

of the infamous French expedition to the South Pacific. The ship left France in 1771 under the

command of Marion De Fresne (1724-1772). After exploring Tasmania (the first Europeans to do

so), De Fresne's party set out for New Zealand, arriving shortly after Captain Cook. Crozet

(1728-1782), took over command of the expedition when De Fresne and twenty-six crew members

were killed and allegedly eaten by local Maori in the Bay of Islands. While much of the book is

concerned with the exploration of New Zealand, Roth's translation begins with the origins of the

expedition, the journey through the Pacific islands, and Tasmania and the discovery of people there,

ending with descriptions of Guam and Manila. The work also includes a preface and discussion of

the literature of New Zealand by James R. BoosÃ©.
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Translated by anthropologist and curator Henry Roth, this account of Crozet's journey through the

Pacific was first published in 1891. While the greater part of the book focuses on the infamous

adventures of the crew in New Zealand, it also describes the first European exploration of

Tasmania.
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I read the PDF version of this. But I'm sure the Cambridge Library Collection edition is real

good.This is pretty short, only 166 pages of narrative. And half of that is exposition, mostly about the

aborigines they ran into. The most exciting part is when the leader, M.Marion, and his party are

treacherously killed by the natives.This was an especial breath of fresh air after reading the flowery,

"Clapperton's Last Expedition", by Lander. The prose in this is wonderfully plain and direct.There's a

fairly extensive preface that seemed good but I mostly skimmed. There are a number of

appendices, the only interesting one was the first, the one that discussed different views of the

M.Marion massacre. There's also an index for those who need it.
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